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SUBJECT: ACTION MEMORANDUM - UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE 
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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM SISCO 

1 . A COMBINATION OF FACTORS LEADS ME TO BELIEVE THAT WE 
SHOULD SEEK TO EXERCISE SOME LOW KEY QUIET PERSUASION ON 
THE BRITISH AT THIS TIME IN THE UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DIS- 
PUTE. TELEGRAMS FROM USNATO INDICATE THAT LUNS AND NATO 
PERMREPS DO NOT FEEL THAT THE US HAS MADE SUFFICIENTLY 
CLEAR TO THE BRITISH THE REAL DANGERS THAT THIS DISPUTE 
POSES FOR ICELAND'S CONTINUING MEMBERSHIP IN NATO OR FOR 
THE BASE FACILITIES WHICH WE OPERATE IN ICELAND. FINALLY, 
NORWEGIAN AMBASSADOR WAS VERY POINTED THIS AFTERNOON IN 
ASKING WHAT US WAS DOING TO CALM INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT 
AND DANGEROUS SITUATION WHICH IS NOW AT IMPASSE. I AGREE 
WITH LUNS' ASSESSMENT THAT "UK WILL NOT MOVE UNLESS PUSHED 
BY THE US." WE HAVE BEEN RELATIVELY PASSIVE, AND I BELIEVE 
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A SIGNIFICANT DIFFICULTY BETWEEN THE US AND UK. 

2. I THEREFORE REQUEST YOUR AUTHORIZATION TO CALL IN 
RAMSBOTHAM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS WHICH I WOULD ASK THAT HE PASS DIRECTLY TO THE 

FOREIGN SECRETARY: -USG IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY CONCERN- 
ED THAT CURRENT IMPASSE IN FISHERIES DISPUTE COULD LEAD 
TO SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR NATO AND FOR US BASE 
FACILITIES IN ICELAND; - WE DO NOT WISH IN ANY WAY TO 
ENTER INTO THE SUBSTANCE OF THE DISPUTE OR COMMENT IN ANY 
WAY ON IT; I WOULD. HOWEVER, LIKE TO URGE YOUR GOVERN- 
MENT TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO WORK TOWARDS A SOLUTION TO 
THIS VERY SERIOUS AND DANGEROUS SITUATION; -I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL GIVE EVERY CONSIDERATION TO 
REMOVING THE FRIGATES AT THE FIRST AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITY; 
NONE OF YOUR ALLIES WOULD CONSIDER IT IN ANY WAY 
HUMILIATING FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM BUT RATHER THE ACT OF 
A GENEROUS GREAT POWER; -I WANT YOU TO KNON THAT WE 
STRONGLY SUPPORT SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS' EFFORTS, AND I 
URGE YOU TO DO WHAT YOU CAN TO ADVANCE HIS MISSION. 

3. I BELIEVE THIS IS THE MINIMUM WE CAN DO. IT WILL 

HELP IMMENSELY TO KEEP LUNS AND THE NORWEGIANS IN THE 
FOREFRONT, WHILE WE CONTINUE TO REMAIN ON THE SIDELINES 
AS TO THE DETAILS OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. TO DO LESS IS TO 
REFLECT AN IMAGE OF THE KIND OF DISINTEREST WHICH AT THIS 
JUNCTURE WOULD BE MISREAD BY OUR NATO ALLIES - PARTICU- 
LARLY SINCE IT IS WELL KHOWN THAT OVER THE PAST WEEKS 
WE HAVE MADE REPEATED DEMARCHES TO THE ICELANDERS. LUNS 
AND THE NORWEGIANS WOULD TAKE OUR UNWILLINGNESS TO EVEN 
MAKE A MODEST APPROACH AS OUTLINED ABOVE AS A DIRECT 
REBUFF. 

4. APPROVE? DISAPPROVE? 

5. DRAFTED BY EUR/NE:APINKNEY AND CLEARED BY EUR:AA 

HARTMAN AND BY S:PBARBIEN. INGERSOLL 
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